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LBTTEE OF SURGEON'S MATE BENJAMIN SHIELD 
TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL JAMES HAMILTON, 1781. 

CONTRIBUTED BY HOBACE W. SELLERS. 

[The following letter of Surgeon's Mate Shield, addressed to Brigadier- 
General James Hamilton, of the British army, captured at Saratoga, 
describes the condition of the prisoners under his care in the vicinity of 
York, Pennsylvania.] 

York Town 30 th August 1781 
Dear General 

A few Days after your departure from Lancaster the Con- 
vention Troops receiv'd orders to move within five miles of 
York Town where they now remain hutted, Waggons were 
order'd for the use of Transporting the sick upon which I 
ordered all those who were able to set up, and whose lives 
I thought would not be endanger'd by the movement, into 
the waggons provided for this purpose, and by the desire 
of Co 1 Wood, and M 1 Atlie staid behind with the care of 
those Men (which were the worst) in the Barracks at Lan- 
caster : But upon receiving intelligence from those Men in 
Camps of this Sickly condition, they having in about five 
weeks Buried upwards of forty Men women, and children ; 
of the Camp, and Jailfever I thought it adviseable to make 
application to Co 1 Wood for leave to attend them at Camp 
wch was immediately granted, the Men in the Barracks 
being most of them upon the recovery, I therefore with 
those Men, who were able to accompany me on this March 
arrived here the 27 th Inst, when to my great surprize I was 
not able to get any one to receive either myself, or Baggage 
betwixt the Camp and York Town, so that I was obliged to 
go on to York Town, there to remain at a Considerable 
expence and at the distance of five Miles from the Camp, 
the Day after my Arrival here, I visited the Sick in Camp 
with the Serg' Majors of each Keg* to point them out to me 
for having no Hospital it is an unusual trouble, and attended 
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with much difficulty, the Men had laid the foundation for 
an Hospital but falling Sick so fast there was not Men 
enough to attend the Sick, and proceed with this Business 
too for tho we began early in the Morning myself with the 
assistance of the Serg* 8 Bush (artillery) and Noserworthy 
(20 th ) which I employed in the following manner the one to 
take their Names and Prescribe, another to give out the Medi- 
cine, and a third to cary them round, without which assist- 
ance I never could have gone through the Business for with 
even that, it was Evening before we had visited the whole 
of the Sick and even then upon looking over the list I 
found not above one third of them were supplyed with 
medicine and therefore was under the Necessity of finishing 
this piece of the Business, the next day the Serg" begining 
to get Sick, and tyred, and myself having to go to York 
town that Night : I have now the prospect (by the Assist- 
ance of Major Bailey who has ever been ready to alleviate 
the distresses of the Men under his care) of geting a place 
for Quarters, within two Miles of the Camp when I shall 
be better enabled to answer the purpose for which I was 
left behind : I assure you it is a distressing situation and I 
have often been at a loss to distinguish which most deserv'd 
to be lamented by their Country in whose cause they have 
and are still hourly suffering, the sickening, the dying, or 
the Dead ; but surely much pity and compassion are due 
from it, towards the relief of a many poor men, now here, 
who have been at the very jaws of Death, and yet live in 
hourly dread of falling a sacrafice to this infernal distemper, 
after having escaped perhaps three or four times, through a 
most excrusiateing, and lingering sickness : there is now in 
Camp a shocking instance of the distracted state of mind 
accompanying these poor men in their sickness of a man 
who in his delerium Cut of the Head of his own Child with 
an axe He belongs to the Canada Companies, is now re- 
cover'd, and is thoroughly sensible of his own Wretchedness 
there is much more distress these poor men apprehend from 
the severity of a long "Winter without your interposition 
in their favor (for many of them have parted even from 
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their shirts, to support themselves in their sickness, and 
most of them are without Blankets, they doubt not but you 
will of your wonted kindness towards them) as soon as you 
are more acquainted with their distressed Condition be 
pleased to do every thing in your power to alliviate their 
distresses I thought it a duty incumbent on me to make 
known to you their sufferings, and represent their distresses; 
and dare say you will with your usual sensibility, and ten- 
derness of heart; both see and feel the necessity of a fresh 
supply of Clothing, money and Medicines should we con- 
tinue here during the "Winter in the mean time I remain 
with all possible respect 

D r Sir your 

very Humble & Obed* 

servant 
Benjamin Shield 
Mate Gen 1 Hospital 

P.S. — Mr "Weir 1 still continues in Frederick Town in the 
same situation you left him ; and there is now on the sick 
list one Hundred and ninety six exclusive of those still at 
Lancaster : a fresh supply of Bark will be absulutely Neces- 
sary as those men taken ill now, are chiefly with the ague, 
and Camp fever, here the Bark is very scarce, dear and Bad. 
I only got 16/ in the pound for the Bill you was pleas'd to 
leave with me w oh went but a very little way in this Sickly 
state of the men. 

Benjamin Shield 

1 John Weir, surgeon in the British army, captured at Saratoga. 



